
Lefkow tie to suicide is probed 
 
Chicago Tribune (IL) - March 10, 2005  
A man who shot himself in the head after a traffic stop in Wisconsin on Wednesday 
was found wearing a suicide note that included an admission that he shot Judge Joan 
Lefkow's husband and mother, investigators handling the case said.  
 
Members of the task force of Chicago police and federal agents said they were 
investigating whether the man was responsible for the deaths of the judge's family last 
week.  
 
Lt. Chuck Padgett of the West Allis Police Department confirmed that a man pulled 
over in a van for a taillight problem shot himself in the head about 5 p.m. Wednesday.  
 
Members of the task force and federal agents said the man shot himself as officers 
approached the car. Officials said the claims in the note included details in the case 
not made public.  
 
Shells from a .22-caliber weapon were found in the car, and three casings of the same 
caliber were found in Lefkow's home.  
 
Officials had considered a possible tie to white supremacist Matthew Hale , whom 
Judge Lefkow ruled against. But sources close to the case said they were investigating 
whether the judge had ruled in a civil case against the man who killed himself.  
 
He was not immediately thought to have ties to hate groups.  
 
Officials said the note seemed to indicate the man had suffered because of the 
judgment, which may have cost him "his house, his job and family," one source said.  
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